








SUNRISE DAY CAMPS: 
WHERE LOVE, JOY AND 
CHILDHOOD SHINE 
Our Camps provide a haven where children with cancer and their siblings can escape the 

confi nes of hospitals, doctors’ offi ces and months of isolation and simply be kids again. 

Sunrise welcomes all children, ages 3½–16, who have been in active treatment within the last fi ve years. 

Acknowledging the impact of pediatric cancer on the entire family, all Sunrise programs are open to 

siblings as well on an equal basis and at no cost.

So what does a day feel like at a Sunrise Camp? Well, imagine a place that defi es defi nition, because 

it’s more fun, more joyful and more magical than can be described in words!

Each day at Sunrise is fi lled with laughter, friendship and a wide range of activities tailored to our campers’ 

interests and needs. From arts and crafts to sports, music and S.T.E.A.M. programs – from swimming, to 

drama, to camp-wide theme weeks, and color wars that have included visits by the Avengers and a drive 

courtesy of TV’s actual Batmobile - our dedicated staff ensures that every child is included, supported 

and celebrated.

With on-site medical professionals and air-conditioned facilities, parents can have peace of mind knowing 

their children are in a safe and nurturing environment. Transportation is without cost, making it possible 

for every family to participate.

Sunrise Day Camps are more than just a summer escape; they are a testament to the resilience and joy 

of childhood in the face of adversity. By supporting Sunrise, our donors and partners are helping 

to create lifelong memories and friendships for children who need it most. Together, we are 

bringing love, hope and sunshine to families navigating the challenges of pediatric cancer.

13 SUMMER DAY CAMPS: 
2,090 CHILDREN ATTENDED*  

*2023 attendance number



SUNRISE ON WHEELS: 
BRINGING JOY TO 
CHILDREN IN HOSPITALS
For children undergoing cancer treatment, hospital visits can be frightening, isolating experiences. That’s 

where Sunrise on Wheels comes in – a beacon of hope and happiness, transforming challenging days 

into magical moments of joy and laughter.

Launched in 2009, dedicated staff and volunteers bring colorful trunks fi lled with age-appropriate toys, 

games, crafts and activities directly to the pediatric oncology units of our affi liated hospitals. From 

toddlers to teens, Sunrise on Wheels engages and entertains children of all ages, providing a much-

needed respite from the diffi culties of their medical journeys.

From a single program at a single hospital, Sunrise on Wheels has grown to impact thousands 

of children in hospitals across Atlanta, Baltimore, Chicago, Dallas, Greater Philadelphia, 

Nashville, New Jersey, New York, Washington D.C., Israel, South Florida, and beyond. With over 

70 weekly in-hospital programs, we served more than 6,000 children last year alone, bringing smiles and 

laughter to those who need it most.

30+ SUNRISE ON WHEELS HOSPITALS
70+ IN-HOSPITAL PROGRAMS

6,000+ CHILDREN PARTICIPATING



DOROTHY & IRVING 
ROSS SUNRISE STUDIOS: 
BRINGING JOY TO 
CHILDREN EVERYWHERE
The Dorothy & Irving Ross Sunrise Studios is the virtual arm of the Sunrise Association, dedicated to 

bringing Sunrise magic to children who cannot physically access a Sunrise camp or in-person hospital 

service. Through two innovative programs, Wheels Up! and SunriseVX, Sunrise Studios ensures that 

no child misses out on the magic of childhood, regardless of their location or health challenges.

Wheels Up! is an exciting show that combines travel, arts and games into entertaining half-hour 

episodes. In partnership with American Airlines, Sunrise’s Wheels Up! takes children on virtual 

adventures, from African safaris to discovering wild inventions. With 8 seasons and over 100 

interactive episodes available, Wheels Up! has reached over 40,000 children in this past year alone. 

Through our Sunrise Studios app, YouTube channel and over 200 participating hospitals worldwide.

SunriseVX is a virtual experience that brings the joys of summer camp to children with cancer and 

their siblings, wherever they are. Offering both full summer day camp and year-round programs, 

SunriseVX engages children ages 3½ to 16 with a wide variety of activities, including music, dance, 

sports, virtual fi eld trips and more. The fl exible schedule, coupled with a combination of live and 

pre-recorded programs allows campers to join in as often as they want, while the time zone-friendly 

programming ensures that no one misses out on the fun.

WHEELS UP! SPONSORED BY 
AMERICAN AIRLINES 

IS VIEWED BY OVER 40,000 CHILDREN 
IN AUSTRALIA, CANADA, ISRAEL, 

THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE UNITED STATES.THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE UNITED STATES.
IN AUSTRALIA, CANADA, ISRAEL, 

THE UNITED KINGDOM AND THE UNITED STATES.
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YEAR IN REVIEW

OPENING OF SUNRISE DAY CAMP‒CHICAGO

In 2023, the launch of Sunrise Day Camp–Chicago, our 12th summer day camp, brought joy to families 

throughout the Chicago metropolitan area, welcoming 43 campers during its inaugural summer. The 

camp is housed at JCC Chicago’s beautiful 40-acre Lake County JCC campus, complete with state-

of-the-art facilities, including two outdoor swimming pools, a rock-climbing wall, an accredited outdoor 

science park, and other amenities.

Thanks to the generosity of donors such as the Hechtman Family Foundation, which contributed 

$1.5 million in seed funding, including a $500,000 matching gift, we were able to construct new 

facilities to meet the unique needs of our campers. This funding supported the creation of a central 

camp village with new yurt-style cabins for daily activities. These crucial contributions, along with our 

dedicated team of staff and volunteers, allowed Chicago-area children with cancer and their siblings to 

enjoy a summer of unbridled childhood fun in a safe and supportive environment. Jennifer Zislis, JCC 

Chicago’s Director of Operations, calls it “a world of yes.” “Out of necessity, children with cancer and 

their siblings are told ‘no’ very often – whether it’s ‘no, you can’t attend that birthday party’ or ‘no, you 

can’t play on a sports team with your peers,’” said Zislis. 

“At Sunrise Day Camp–Chicago, our goal is to create a safe space – physically 
and emotionally – in which our campers feel empowered to take calculated 
risks and fully participate in their environment. From strapping on their safety 
harness so they can zipline across the campgrounds to cheering them on as 
they perform a new dance routine, our job is to allow our campers to hear the 
word ‘yes’ as often as possible.”

HOPE AMIDST CONFLICT: SUNRISE ISRAEL
When Israel was attacked on October 7, 2023, we knew immediately that it would be more important 

than ever for us to provide support for our Sunrise-Israel families. Their already serious needs were 

now amplifi ed by the fear and danger of living in a nation at war.  Hospitals – usually a place of safety 

and hope for our children – had turned into casualty centers, and fundraising came to a standstill.  Here 

at the Sunrise Association, we swiftly developed a Sunrise-Israel specifi c campaign, and our generous 

and fast-acting donors helped us raise $200k+ in funds. Thanks to them, devoted staff members and 

volunteers in Israel have been able to provide the following on-the-ground support:

• 800+ hours in hospitals bringing joy and trauma relief to hundreds of Israeli 
   children with cancer and their siblings

• Hand-delivered packages to families across the country that included toys 
   and games specifi cally curated to aid in trauma relief

• Laptops to enable children to participate in virtual school

• Personal visits and Zoom calls between Sunrise counselors and their
   campers to provide a sense of comfort and normalcy

•  Counseling for 30+ parents who requested assistance on how to appropriately 
   parent their children during times of trauma

• Safe transportation between homes and hospitals to ensure children could 
   receive their life-saving treatments

We continue to do all we can to support the families of Sunrise-Israel during this tumultuous time, 

regardless of religion or ethnic background. The work of Sunrise-Israel is a testament to the power of 

compassion and dedication in the face of adversity, and the possibilities that understanding and the 

sharing of a common issue can bring about. We look forward to our children returning to camp this 

summer in safety and peace.



PLAYING IT FORWARD:
AAMCF’S SUNRISE SUPPORT
Since 2018 Sunrise Association is proud to have partnered with the American Amusement Machine 

Charitable Foundation (AAMCF), a nonprofi t charitable trade organization for members of the coin-

operated amusement industry. The partnership was started when Alan Weisberg, who was already 

a valued Sunrise partner, donor and friend, had the idea to introduce us to his business’s trade 

organization’s charitable arm, AAMCF. Alan’s ambassadorship for our mission has continued to 

grow and blossom into new fi nancial resources and life-long partnerships for the children of Sunrise 

Association. According to David Cohen, former board chairman, “Sunrise’s passion, dedication 

to the vision, and commitment to engage with us convinced me that we needed to become a 

fi nancial partner and advocate for them.” The synergy between Sunrise and AAMFC was natural and 

immediate due to our shared mission of bringing joy to children through play.

To date, AAMCF has graciously donated nearly $500,000 to Sunrise Association, as well as arcade 

games used in Chicago, Long Island, and Philadelphia during carnival days.

Cohen and his wife, Jane, took the AAMCF partnership international by traveling to Israel to 

volunteer at the Sunrise on Wheels program at Rambam Hospital in Haifa. Speaking about their 

experience working with the children, Cohen said, “Our presence as volunteers was not only 

an opportunity to provide practical assistance but also to offer a sense of companionship 

and empathy during their diffi cult journey.”

The partnership between Sunrise Association and AAMCF continues to grow, with both organizations 

committed to fi nding new and innovative ways to support children and families facing the challenges 

of childhood cancer. Through their shared dedication to bringing joy and hope to these brave 

children, Sunrise Association and AAMCF are making a lasting, positive impact on countless lives.

#CAMPCOUNSELORDAY

Anyone who has spent time at one of our camps knows that the magic of Sunrise is supplied directly by 

our counselors. These extraordinary individuals dedicate their summers to working hands-on with children 

with cancer and their siblings, ensuring that their emotional, physical and social needs are met in the 

safest and most enjoyable environment possible. During summer 2023, Sunrise Association employed 

over 550 counselors across our 12 locations, each playing an integral role in providing children with 

an unforgettable experience. Of her daughter’s counselors at Sunrise Day Camp–Long Island, camper 

parent Evelyn Ain said, “They single-handedly, within a few days, completely rebuilt her self-esteem.”

Inspired by their life-changing work at our camps, many of our counselors have even decided to pursue 

careers in medicine, social work, education and other helping professions. According to Sunrise Day 

Camp–Chicago counselor Isaac James, a pre-medical student at Ireland’s University College Cork, 

“Working this past summer with both amazing co-workers and campers showed me that I am 

capable of undertaking the role of both a healthcare provider and caregiver.”

On July 7, 2023, Sunrise Association spearheaded Camp Counselor Appreciation Day, an event that 

recognizes and celebrates counselors at summer camps across the globe. For the occasion, our team 

created a free, downloadable digital marketing toolkit offering handy social media templates and a range 

of programming ideas for camps, including camper-created thank you cards and special breakfasts for 

counselors. All who participated were encouraged to share photos on social media using the hashtag 

#CampCounselorDay. 

Through events like Camp Counselor Appreciation Day, Sunrise Association continues to recognize the 

invaluable contributions of its counselors, who are the heart and soul of the organization’s mission to 

bring joy and hope to children affected by cancer.
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WHERE WE ARE NOW
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Sources of Revenue

Special Events .................................................................................... $  3,679,333
Contributions and Grants  .................................................................... $  6,932,929
SunriseWALKS  ................................................................................... $  1,384,000
Misc. Income ...................................................................................... $   579,769

Total Raised in support of the Sunrise Association .......................... $ 12,576,031

Fundraising Costs in 2022-2023 equaled just 7.1% of funds raised.

Uses of Funds

Day Camps, Sunrise on Wheels and Year-Round Programs .................. $  9,362,508
Management and General.................................................................... $  1,229,831
Development ....................................................................................... $   880,677

Total Expenses .................................................................................. $ 11,473,016

Assets

Total Assets ....................................................................................... $ 17,473,061

Net Assets
 Unrestricted ................................................................................. $  7,677,658
 Temporarily Restricted ................................................................. $  5,224,518

Total Net Assets ................................................................................ $  12,902,176

2022-2023 
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
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WHO WE ARE
WE GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE OUR FRIENDS WHO HAVE MADE
THE DREAM OF SUNRISE INTO A REALITY...

WITH DEEPEST THANKS
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our thanks to 
the thousands 
of Sunrise 
Association 
donors who have 
made gifts of 
$9,999 or less, 
but for whom 
space constraints 
currently make it 
impossible to list 
in this issue.



11 Neil Court
Oceanside, NY 11572
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